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In worst flare-up since 2014, heavy 
Gaza fire on Israel; IDF pounds Strip 


Israel denies Hamas reports on a possible cease-fire mediated by Egypt 


Amos Harel, Noa Landau 
and Jack Khoury 


In the worst flare-up be- 
tween Israel and Gaza since 
2014, the Israeli Air Force 
struck over 35 targets in the 
Strip on Tuesday, respond- 
ing to rocket barrages fired 
toward southern Israeli com- 
munities earlier in the day. 

By Tuesday evening 
there were reports of 
a cease-fire by Hamas 
spokesperson Daoud Shiab 
who reportedly said that 
contacts with Egypt have 
led the group “to under- 
standings regarding [a 
potential] cease-fire with 
Israel and a return to the 
cease-fire of 2014.” Israeli 
official denied this. 

Shiab added that Hamas 
remains committed to these 
understandings as long as 
Israel can also be held ac- 
countable. 

The exchange of fire 
began Tuesday morning 
with a barrage from Gaza 
consisting of 28 mortars, 
with one shell falling in the 
yard of a kindergarten in a 
kibbutz close to the border. 
There were no children 
there at the time. The at- 
tacks continued throughout 
the day triggering dozens 
of rocket sirens in southern 
Israel and wounding five 
Israelis, one of them suffer- 
ing moderate injuries. 

The first volley was 
launched by Islamic Jihad, 
in response to the killing of 
three of its military wing 
members by Israeli tank fire 
on Sunday. By Tuesday af- 
ternoon Hamas was already 
taking part in the exchange 
of fire, along with activists 
from other organizations. 

Despite the intense shell- 
ing from the Gaza Strip yes- 
terday, consisting of almost 
100 mortar shells and short- 


range Katyusha rockets, 
the Israel Defense Forces 
still thinks that it’s possible 
to avoid war with Hamas. 
The air force is expected 
to keep striking targets in 
Gaza as long as the rockets 
continue to fallon Israeli bor- 
der communities, but there 
areno signs that Israel wants 
a ground campaign in Gaza. 
According to Israeli in- 
telligence, Hamas was sur- 
prised by the intensity of 
events on Tuesday and was 


Israeli police officers guarding a playg 


dragged along by Islamic 
Jihad. 

Hamas had been planning 
to continue with its more civ- 
il protest activities such as 
Tuesday’s “repatriation flo- 
tilla” and further demonstra- 
tions along the border fence. 

However Islamic Jihad 
dragged the two sides into 
a military escalation and 
Hamas was compelled to join 
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round in a kibbutz near the Gaza border on Tuesday. 


lest it be perceived as weakin 
facing Israel. According to 
these assessments, Hamas 
still wants to avoid an all-out 
war. 

The last 24 hours have 
seen indirect attempts at me- 
diation between the sides, led 
by Egypt and probably with 
some UN involvement. 

The IDF has plans for 
gradually enhancing the 


intensity of strikes against 
Hamas and the Islamic Jihad 
in case the exchange of fire 
continues. However, politi- 
cians and senior army brass 
do not support a ground of- 
fensive in Gaza at this point. 

In a joint statement 
Hamas and Islamic Jihad 
said: “We won’t allow Is- 
rael to dictate new formu- 
las that allow shedding the 
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‘Thank God there were no children 
around, but who knows next time’ 


Almog Ben Zikri 


The concrete walls of 
the preschool at Kibbutz 
Ein Hashlosha still bear 
reminders of the previous 
round of fighting in Gaza. 
Dozens of holes made by 
shrapnel from mortar fire 
haveyet to be repaired, 
making the building look 
more like a historic site 
from the War of Indepen- 
dence than a preschool. 

On Tuesday, just half an 
hour before the children 
arrived, a mortar shell 
from Gaza fell in the yard 
of the preschool. 

“When it falls near a 
preschool, you always say 
‘Thank God there were no 
children around.’ But it’s 
impossible to know what 
will happen next time,” 
said Bertha Selvin, who 
has lived on this kibbutz 
in southern Israel for 28 
years. Selvin’s grandchil- 
dren attend the preschool 


where the mortar fell. 
Though residents of 
the community are try- 
ing to maintain their daily 
routine, they were hard 
pressed to hide the degree 
to which their lives have 
been disrupted on Tues- 
day. Kibbutz spokeswoman 
Meirav Cohen said most 
children had arrived as 


Tuesday. 


A senior IDF commander visiting a kindergarten in the south 


usual to the fortified pre- 
school, but the situation 
was anything but normal 
as evidenced by the masses 
of policemen and soldiers, 
Gaza Division officers 
and personnel from the 
regional council and the 
Education Ministry mull- 
ing about. 

A municipal official 
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Eliyahu Hershkowitz 


from one Gaza-area com- 
munity said that the inci- 
dent had shaken residents 
of the region. Even in com- 
munities where no alarm 
sounded, people had been 
calling the local Hosen 
Center, which provides 
psychological, emotional 
and social work support to 
residents who have been 
hurt in attacks or need pre- 
ventive treatment. 

“Some of the students 
didn’t come to school at 
all,” the official added. 
“Their parents didn’t send 
them.” 

According to the Educa- 
tion Ministry, the children 
arrived “gradually,” so that 
by the end of the day, at- 
tendance was at 90 percent 
- close to the average on 
normal days. 

Gadi Yarkoni, head of 
the Eshkol Regional Coun- 
cil, which includes Kibbutz 
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Israel signs education accord with Myanmar 


Agreement paves way for programs about consequences of intolerance and racism 


Noa Landau 


Israel and Myanmar 
signed a cooperation agree- 
ment in the field of educa- 
tion on Monday. Deputy For- 
eign Minister Tzipi Hotovely 
tweeted the news of the sign- 
ing of the agreement on her 
official Twitter account on 
Monday with the headline: 
“Education agreement with 
Myanmar, continuing co- 
operation with our friends 
around the world.” 

Under the new agree- 
ment, which Haaretz has 
obtained, the two countries 
will “cooperate to develop 


programs for the teaching of 
the Holocaust and its lessons 
of the negative consequenc- 
es of intolerance, racism, 
Anti-Semitism and xeno- 
phobia as a part of the school 
curriculum in the Republic 
of the Union of Myanmar.” 
The two countries will 
encourage the development 
of other joint projects in the 
field of education , including 
encounters between educa- 
tors and young people from 
both countries. Under the 
accord, which is considered 
standard and resembles 
those signed with other na- 
tions, both countries will act 


to encourage contacts and co- 
operation between academic 
institutions, schools and even 
preschools — as well as par- 
ticipation in conferences and 
training courses, educational 
and professional study tours. 

In a somewhat controver- 
sial move, the agreement al- 
lows the parties to “through 
their competent authorities, 
endeavor to mutually verify 
school textbooks, particular- 
ly concerning the passages 
referring to the history of 
the other state and, where 
needed, introduce correc- 
tions to these textbooks.” A 
joint committee will be es- 


tablished to implement the 
agreement and will meet 
every three years. 

In addition, both parties 
will share knowledge in the 
field of education and en- 
courage the development of 
an Israeli and Jewish studies 
programs in Myanmar and 
a Myanmar studies program 
in Israel, including Hebrew 
and Myanmar language 
teaching respectively. 

The almost 50 years of 
rule by the military dicta- 
torship in Myanmar, his- 
torically known as Burma, 
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blood of Palestinians with 
no response.” Nevertheless, 
a Palestinian source in Gaza 
told Haaretz that Egypt is 
holding talks with Hamas, 
the Islamic Jihad and Israel 
in order to avoid a wider con- 
frontation. He said that Is- 
lamic Jihad leaders abroad 
are participating in these 
talks. In Gaza there are as- 
sessments that the organi- 
zations will show restraint 
if there are no deaths as a 
result of Israel’s air strikes. 


An area slated for construction near Kfar Adumim in the West Bank. 


Israel to build settlement homes 
near condemned Bedouin village 


Amira Hass 


Israel’s Civil Administra- 
tion is set to approve the con- 
struction of 92 new homes 
for the West Bank settle- 
ment of Kfar Adumim on 
Wednesday. The new neigh- 
borhood will be located just 
a kilometer (0.6 miles) from 
the Bedouin village of Khan 
al-Ahmar, whose demolition 
was approved by the High 
Court of Justice last week. 

The plan slated for ap- 
proval by the Civil Admin- 
istration’s Higher Planning 
Council covers an area of 
122 dunams (30 acres). It is 
part of a larger plan, com- 
prising 322 new homes on 
660 dunams, which passed 
the first stage of its approv- 
al process in February 2017. 
The new neighborhood will 
be called Nofei Bereishit. 

Nofei Bereishit will con- 
nect the settlement’s exist- 
ing neighborhoods with a 
planned educational cam- 
pus slated to serve all the 


Behind Islamic 
Jihad’s moves 


It’s not a war yet in Gaza. 
Despite the higher-than-usu- 
al number of mortar rounds 
fired by Islamic Jihad and 
the backing it has received 
from Hamas, Islamic Jihad 
prefers to define the mortar 
firing as revenge for the kill- 
ing of three of its operatives 
by the Israeli military. In 
other words, as a localized 
event, rather than the open- 
ing of a new front and the 
disruption of the hard-won 
2014 agreement between 
Hamas, Egypt and Israel at 
the end of Operation Protec- 
tive Edge. 

Israel is the party di- 
rectly harmed by this act 
of revenge but Hamas can- 
not disregard the challenge 
posed by its sister organiza- 
tion.. For if Islamic Jihad 
cannot control itself and 


cannot refrain from aveng- 
ing the killing of three of 
its members, what does this 
say about Hamas, which 
has shown restraint in the 
face of the deaths of 50 of 
its people in the demonstra- 
tions and marches held over 
the last six weeks? The thing 
is that Islamic Jihad mem- 
bers also took part in these 
demonstrations and its lead- 
ers decided to embrace the 
Hamas strategy of not re- 
sponding to the killings. Has 
Islamic Jihad decided on 
settling scores with Israel, 
thereby compelling Hamas 
to do the same? Not just yet. 
Until now Hamas has made 
due with offering supportive 
declarations on behalf of Is- 
lamic Jihad, but it has not 
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A war in Gaza isn’t 
inevitable 


Clear rules of the game 
have emerged in Gaza over 
the past two months - rules 
from which Israel and 
Hamas rarely deviated. Ev- 
ery Friday, and sometimes 
in midweek too, Hamas sent 
masses to protest along the 
border fence with Israel. De- 
spite over 100 Palestinians 
being killed and thousands 
more being wounded by Is- 
raeli gunfire, Hamas pre- 
ferred to confine the clash 
to the border fence. 

Not only did the organiza- 
tion not fire rockets into Is- 
rael; it also forbade the other 
Palestinian factions in the 
Gaza Strip from committing 
revenge attacks. Hamas’ 
calculation was clear: It 
did not want to damage the 
narrative it was selling of a 
popular Palestinian struggle 
confronting Israeli snipers 


settlements in the area. The 
campus’ architect is Ronnie 
Goldschmidt, with funds 
coming from the World Zion- 
ist Organization Settlement 
Division. 

The land is defined as 
state land, but the plan ex- 
plicitly says the plots ear- 
marked for construction are 
on the lands of the Palestin- 
ian village of Anata. 

Last Thursday, justices 
Noam Sohlberg, Yael Will- 
ner and Anat Baron ap- 
proved the demolition of 
all the huts, tin shacks and 
animal pens in the Jahalin 
Bedouin village of Khan al- 
Ahmar, including a school 
made of tires that was built 
a decade ago. 

The Jahalin Bedouin have 
lived in the area since Israel 
expelled them from the Ne- 
gev following the War of In- 
dependence in 1948. They 
have been in their current 
location since before Kfar 
Adumim was established. 
Despite this, the state re- 


— even though, under cover 
of the protests, explosives 
were planted on the fence 
and members of Hamas’ 
military wing led mass at- 
tempts to breach the border. 

In retrospect, it appears 
Hamas began to alter its ap- 
proach after the pre-Nakba 
Day events of May 14, when 
over 60 Palestinians were 
killed. The large number of 
dead drew greater interna- 
tional attention, but still the 
organization failed to breach 
the Israeli border fence or 
break the blockade on Gaza 
(except for a temporary eas- 
ing of restraints when Egypt 
opened the Rafah Crossing 
for Ramadan). 

In the past two weeks, 
there have been many more 
incidents by the fence. 
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fused to include them in the 
master plans it prepared for 
Israeli settlers. Consequent- 
ly, the buildings that the jus- 
tices deemed illegal were all 
built without permits. 

Over the years, Kfar Ad- 
umim has submitted four 
petitions to the High Court 
demanding that demoli- 
tion orders issued against 
Khan al-Ahmar be imple- 
mented. The first three pe- 
titions were rejected on the 
grounds that the state imple- 
ments such orders based on 
its own judgment and order 
of priorities. The fourth be- 
came superfluous after the 
state announced its intention 
to demolish the village and 
force the residents to relo- 
cate to plots near a garbage 
dump in Abu Dis, outside 
Jerusalem. 

Willner has a brother 
and sister who live in Kfar 
Adumim. Nevertheless, she 
didn’t offer to recuse herself 
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